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WALKING wvith PRESIDENTS

We are pleased that Alex Poinsett, former writer-editor for Ebony magazine,
was able to undertake this biography. Poinsett had not only covered the civil
rights and political reform movements, but had also observed and written
about Martin's activities as a journalist and businessman in Chicago. We
hope that this book will encourage further study of Louis Martin’s remarkable
influence on major events of his day,

A large number of individuals made major contributions to this study.
Dr. Eleanor Farrar, first as senior vice president and later as project consultant,
shepherded the work through its many phases, Dr. Milton Morris, vice
president for research, provided intellectual guidance for the study. Pulitzer
prize-winning historian David Garrow served as a valuable reviewer of the
manuscript and prepared a thoughtful and eloquent introduction; Marc
DeFrancis and Kitty Garber applied their considerable skills as Joint Center
editors; and Theresa Kilcourse carried out text design and extensive photo
research. We are indebted to them and the many others whose contributions
helped make this book possible.

Finally, we are grateful to the John D. and Catherine T. MacAsthur
Foundation, the Ford Foundation, and other funders for their support of the
research for this book.

Eddie N, Williams
President
Joint Center for Political and Economic Studies

INTRODUCTION

Journalism and history habitually reward self-promoters at
the expense of those who are self-effacing. Whenever photos are about to
be taken or a television news crew appears on the scene, there are those
who literally will use their elbows to insure that they are in the front line—
and at the center of that front line. Political figures often focus more on
whether their efforts are being “covered” than upon the import and impact
of their actions.

These dynamics not only regularly poison potential cooperation between
political and organizational allies, they also distort contemporary journalism’s
chronicling of important developments and historians' later rendering of
crucial events. Students of history—like viewers or readers of contemporary
media—can be left with a highly misleading view of both the real wellsprings
of political influence and what actually constitutes public leadership.

The as-yet underappreciated life and career of Louis E. Martin is just one
poignant illustration of these larger dynamics. But Louis (pronounced “Louie™)
Martin is far from alone; the long history of the black freedom struggle is
replete with examples, both individuals and organizations. Recent film and
television treatments have rescued from relative obscurity one American
martyr, Mississippi's Medgar Evers, who was murdered in 1963. Fresh histories
of the southern movement, such as Charles M, Payne's wonderful F've Got
the Light of Freedom, have drawn attention anew to the crucially creative but
sometimes undervalued work in the early 1960s of the Student Nonviolent
Coordinating Committee's young organizers,

A critical contribution to twentieth century black political activism that
has been repeatedly overlooked is that which for decades was made by
what was then called “the Negro press.” Readers of this biography will quickly
realize that once he reached adulthood, Louis Martin was first and foremost
a black journalist. Martin's early years as an editor and columnist were not
only formative for his own personal political outlook and social vision; they
were also the years when the black press became a powerful, indispensable
force for social change, creating the awareness and cultivating the convictions
that would undergird the activism of the 1950s and 1900s.
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