the outskirts of Selma. The police assault on the
marchers quickly increased national support for the
voting rights campaign. King arnived in Selma to join
several thousand movement sympathizers, black and
white. President Lyndon B. Johnson reacted to the Al-
abama protests by introducing new voting rights leg-
islation, which would become the VOTING RICHTS
ACT of 1965. Demonstrators were finally able to ob-
tain a court order allowing the march to take place,
and on March 25 King addressed the arriving protest-
ors from the steps of the capitol in Montgomery.

After the successful voting rights campaign, King
was unable to garner similar support for his effort to
confront the problems of northern urban blacks.
Early in 1966 he launched a major campaign in Chi-
cago, moving into an apartment in the black ghertto.
As he shifted the focus of his acovites north, how-
ever, he discovered that the tactics used in the South
were not as effective elsewhere. He encountered for-
midable opposition from Mayor Richard Daley, and
was unable to mobilize Chicago's economically and
ideologically diverse black populace. He was stoned
by angry whites in the suburb of Cicero when he led
a march against racial discrimination in housing. De-
spite numerous well-publicized protests, the Chicago
campaign resulted in no significant gains and under-
mined King's reputation as an effective leader.

His status was further damaged when his strategy
of nonviolence came under renewed attack from
blacks following a major outbreak of urban racial
violence in Los Angeles during August 1965. When
civil rights activists reacted to the shooting of James
MEREDITH by organizing a March against Fear
through Mississippi, King was forced on the defen-
sive as Stokely CARMICHAEL and other militants put
forward the Black Power slogan. Although King re-
fused to condemn the militants who opposed him, he
criticized the new slogan as vague and divisive. As
his influence among blacks lessened, he also alienated
many white moderate supporters by publicly oppos-
ing Unirted States intervention in the Vietham War.
After he delivered a major antiwar speech at New
York's Riverside Church on Apnl 4, 1967, many of
the northern newspapers that had once supported his
civil rights eftorts condemned his attempt to link civil
rights to the war issue.

In Movember 1967, King announced the forma-
tion of a POOR PEOPLE'S CAMPAIGN designed to prod
the nation’s leaders to deal with the problem of pov-
erty. Early in 1968, he and other SCLC workers be-
gan to recruit poor people and antipoverty activists
to come to Washington, D.C., to lobby on behalf of
improved antipoverty programs. This effort was in
its early stages when King became involved in a san-
itation workers' strike in Memphis. On March 28, as
he led thousands of sanitation workers and sympa-
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thizers on a march through downtown Memphis,
violence broke out and black youngsters looted
stores. The violent outbreak led to more criticisms of
King's entire antipoverty strategy. He returned to
Memphis for the last time early in April. Addressing
an audience at Bishop Charles H. Mason Temple on
April 3, he sought to revive his flagging movement
by acknowledging: “We've got some difficult days
ahead. But it doesn’t matter with me now. Because
I've been to the mountaintop. . . . And I've seen the
promised land. I may not get there with you. But 1
want you to know tonmight that we, as a people, will
get to the promised land.”

The following evening, King was assassinated as
he stood on a balcony of the Lorraine Motel in Mem-
phis. A white segregationist, James Earl Ray, was
later convicted of the crime. The Poor People’s Cam-
paign continued for a few months but did not achieve
its objectives. King became an increasingly revered
figure after his death, however, and many of his crit-
ics ulimately acknowledged his considerable accom-
plishments. In 1969 his widow, Coretta Scott King,
established the Martin Luther King, Jr., Center for
Nonviolent Social Change, in Atlanta, to carry on his
work. In 1986, a national holiday was established to
honor his birch.
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CLaYBORNE CARSON

Legacy

More than twenty-five years after his assassination,
the militant political legacy of the Rev. Dr. Martin
Luther King, Jr., is in eclipse. Simultaneously, King’s
historical reputation is frequently distorted by the
popular misconception that he was primarily a philo-
sophical “dreamer,” rather than a realistic and often
courageous dissident,







