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FOREWORD

David J. Garrow

This Encyclopedia of African-American Civil Rights is a valuable and in-
formative reference volume, but it is also so rich a source of important
sketches and instructive bibliographical references that it deserves—and
encourages—a fairly thorough reading even by knowledgeable senior
scholars.

The range and breadth of entries is oftentimes as impressive as it is
informative. Most importantly, any thoughtful perusal of the volume—
whether thorough or cursory—will quickly bring home to any reader
what a large number of individuals, organizations, and events there are
from these last ten decades of Afro-American history which deserve
greater and more extensive historical research and study than has yet
been the case.

As many scholars now recognize, current and future research in Afro-
American history will increasingly treat a wider and wider range of
participants and events. To date a disproportionate amount of historical
attention has been focused on nationally prominent individuals and on
organizations that received significant contemporaneous news coverage,
but there is widespread appreciation that increased attention to “grass
roots” individuals and organizations is our future direction, just as there
also is growing appreciaﬁun of the importance of “local” history and
events, Less and less will Afro-American history look at the black ex-
perience in America largely through a prism of national news and/or
national politics.

Mo one can peruse this volume without thinking again and again about
otherwise obscure andf/or often unremembered individuals, protests,
and court cases that merit a greater presence in secondary sources and
textbook surveys than is presently the case. Probably every contributor






