Recent Titles in
Contributions in Afro-American and African Studies

Wines in the Wilderness: Plays by African American Women from the Harlem
Renaissance to the Present
Elizabeth Brown-Guillory, editor and compiler

Education of the African American Adult:- An Historical Overview
Harvey G. Neufeldt and Leo McGee, editors

The Wealth of Races: The Present Value of Benefits from Past Injustices
Richard F. America, editor

Black Music in the Harlem Renaissance: A Collection of Essays
Samuel A. Flovd, Jr., editor

Telling Tales: The Pedagogy and Promise of African American Literature for Youth
Dianne Johnson

Ethiopia: Failure of Land Reform and Agricultural Crisis
Kidane Mengisteab

Anancy in the Greal House: Ways of Reading West Indian Fiction
Jovee Jonas

The Poel's Africa: Africanness in the Poetry of Nicolds Guillén and Aimé Césaire
Josaphat B. Kubavanda

Tradition and Modernity in the African Short Story: An Introduction
to a Literature in Search of Critics
F. Odun Balogun

Politics in the African-American Novel: James Weldon Johnson, W.E.B. Du Bois,
Richard Wright, and Ralph Ellison
Richard Kostelanerz

Disfigured Images: The Historical Assault on Afro-American Women
Patricia Morton

Black Journalists in Paradox: Historical Perspectives and Current Dilemmas
Clint C. Wilson 11

DREAM
AND
REAL T

The Modern Black Struggle
for Freedom and Equality

Edited by

JEANNINE SWIFT

Prepared under the auspices of Hofstra University

WOFSTR 4

J-'h\ih'gls.l‘l'-“:

Contributions in Afro-Ametican and African Studies, Number 142

GREENWOOD PRESS
New York * Westport, Connecticut * London



2 A Tribute to
Martin Luther King, Jr.

David J. Garrow

I think it is particularly apt to reflect on King's message and the les-
sons we can draw from his life in light of how the organizers of this
conference have used the "Oream and Reality" title. There is nothing
that Dr. King himself would want us ko appreciate more, after his death,
than the Fact that many of the goals that he struggled for, in fact most
of the goals that he talked about following 1965, have not been achisved
and, indeed, in some respects, have not even been advanced.

Reflecting on Dr. King and his legacy, I wish ko stcess two polnts.
First, I want to examine briefly Dr. King's emotional evoluticn and his
own undeestanding of the role he played during the years between 1955 and
1968 when he devoted his life to the Civil Rights Movement. Second, I
want to address his political evolution, the increasingly radical evolu-
tion in his views and hopes for dmerican society that Dr. King underwent
in the final vears of his life.

To grasp Dr. King's understanding of his own life is to appreciate
that King thought of himself as first and foremost a minister, a pastor.
¥Younger people today, in particular, only see images of King from bele-
vision news clips that show him as a person giving speeches and leading
marches, which do not highlight his Eundemental attachment to the minis-
try and his fundamental roots in the church. Appreciating the central-
ity of religion and the church for Tr. King is crucial if we are to make
sense of the very selfless way, the very humble way, he devoted himself
and made himself of service bto the movement.

Almost without exception, the pecple closest to Dr. King always want
Lo point out ko those of us who are younger that he was very self effa-
zing, nonegotistical, and at times ewven shy. Dr. Eing was someone who
had no desire, no need, to be a public figure or a celsbrity, He was not
someone who enjoyed being in the limelight. Especially when one looks
hack at the beginning in Montgomery, the start of the boyoott there, and
the very crucial role that women—the black professional women's group in
Montgomery--actually played in getting the boyeott onder way, one can ap-
preciate even bakter how King was chosen as the spokesperson, as the
president of the Montgomery Improvement Association, not through any ini-
Liative, or desire or self-promoting on his own part; he was very much
drafted for that job and drafted in part because his colleagues recog-
niged, @wven then, what a very special speaking ability, what a special
ability to articulate the cause of black freedom Dr. King possessed. We
must keep in mind as well with reference to Montgomery just how young Or.
King was at that time--he was only twenty-six--when he was drafted for
that position; he was only thirty-nine at the time he was killed.

What one particularly sees in that early part of the Monbgomery
boycott is Dr. King somewhat painfully making a commitment of service ko






