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Series Editor’s
Preface

Thc Student Nonviolent Coordinating Committee (SNCC) represented the
wutting edge of the southern black freedom struggle from 1960 to 1966,
Pormed in April of 1960 by southern black college students in the immediate
Wike of the initial lunch-counter sit-in movement that had begun in
Greensboro, North Carolina, on February 1, SNCC’s young activists played
erucial roles in the 1961 Freedom Ride and then initiated intensive and
dangerous local-level grassroots organizing and voter registration projects in
i number of raral deep South locales.

The two carliest and most significant SNCC projects were in Mississippi
and in southwest Georgia, and aside from Clayborne Carson’s valuable In
Struggle (1981), which functions best as an intellectual history of SNCC'’s
evolution rather than as a comprehensive organizational history, these
lmpnrmm carly SNCC efforts have not yet received the scholarly attention
they deserve. In time John Dittmer’s immensely promising work on the black
lreedom struggle in Mississippi will help to fill at least some of this gap, but
it present the overall amount of academic attention being directed toward
SNCC is disappointingly small. SNCC’s importance and impact as one of the
five major organizations involved in national civil rights politics—along with
SCLC, CORE, the NAACP, and the National Urban League—has been
wsetully chronicled in a number of significant works on the movement and
ity interactions with the federal government, but SNCC’s equally if not more
Important local, grassroots role has not even begun to receive the level of
analysis and appreciation that is deserved.

The relative lack of scholarly literature on SNCC is to a considerable
eatent mitigated by the valuable autobiographical memoirs of James Forman
(Phe Making of Black Revolutionaries, 1972) and Cleveland Sellers (The
Kiver of No Retrn, 1973), by Howard Zinn’s participant-observer SNCC:
The New Abolitionists {1965}, and also by oral history-based academic studies
ol white movement volunteers that parenthetically offer important






