f?ﬁement
of 1960

Martin Oppenheimer

PREFACEBY DAVID J. GARROW

CARLSON
Publishing Inc

BROOKLYN, NEW YORK, 1989

- it &
Ll

=5k e




Series Editor’s
Preface

Martin Oppenheimer’s 1963 dissertation on the student sit-in movement
of 1960 has long been an important resource and reference tool for scholarly
students of the southern civil rights struggle, and I am very pleased that
Carlson Publishing’s series of volumes on Marnin Luther King, Jr., and the
Civil Rights Movement will now be able to make it available to a considerably
wider audience.

As Oppenheimer himself notes in his 1989 preface, his disciplinary
affiliation with sociology required that he organize and analyze his study of
the sit-ins in ways that sometimes diverge from traditional historiography, but
Oppenheimer’s work still remains, over twenty-five years later, the richest and
most detailed study, published or unpublished, that we yet have on what in
retrospect was clearly the breakthrough year for the southern civil rights
movemnent, 1960,

The greatest values of Oppenheimer’s volume lay both in the very
detailed and original account of the sit-ins own spread that is contained in
sections D and E of part I1I and in the important and largely unique studies
of ten different communitics—Charlotte, Nashville, Atlanta, Jacksonville,
Rock Hill (South Carolina), Columbia, Tallahassee, Montgomery,
Orangeburg, and Lawrenceville (Virginia)—that are presented in part IV, The
landmark initial events in Greensboro, North Carolina, have been nicely
chronicled in William Chafe’s Civilities and Civil Rights (Oxford University
I'ress, 1980), but no latter-day comprehensive study of the south-wide SiK-
ins has yet supplanted Oppenheimer’s almost contemporaneous work as a
detailed and dependable record of how quickly this new manifestation of
black student activism burgeoned all across the South. Both in tracking the
chronological and geographic spread of the sit-ins, and in analyzing both the
attitudes of the participants and the dynamics of their interactions with I wal
white authorities, Oppenheimer makes an invaluable contribution to the
overall historiography of the black freedom struggle in the South. When the
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