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Series Editor’s
Preface

Irwin Klibancr's Conscience of a Troubled South: The Southern Conference
Educational Fund, 1946-1966 is a detailed and extremely valuable study of
one of the small and oftentimes unheralded organizations that made an
important contribution to the southern civil rights struggle. SCEF (usually
called “skefP”) played a significant rolc in linking the carlier, pre-1954
traditions of fragmentary white dissent from the South’s segregationist
consensus to the post-1954 era when a modest number of white southerners
joined with black activists in an aggressively determined struggle for racial
justice and cquality.

SCEFs roots lay in the Southern Conference for Human Welfare, a
white liberal group that foundered amidst the political shoals of the
immediate post-World War II years. Especially in the “quict years” of the
carly 1950s, SCEF and its two initial leading figures, Aubrey Williams and
James Dombrowski, played a crucial role in keeping alive the honorable
tradition of white southern dissent from the region’s racial norms and
segregation statutes. By the late 1950s, when two white Kentucky activists,
Carl and Annc Braden, became cnergetic full-time staff representatives for
SCEF, the organization increasingly served as a stimulus and source of advice
for younger black activists who were moving to the fore in greater and
preater numbers,

Throughout the 19505 and into the mid-1960s as well, SCEFs
contributions to the southern civil rights struggle were continually hampered
by allegations of Communist affiliations and sympathies that a succession of
state and federal legislators aimed at SCEF staff members and supporters. In
some instances, as with the NAACP and the Southern Regional Council,
civil rights proponents felt they could do better without SCEF's committed
stallers at their sides; in other instances, such as with the Southern Christian
[eadership Conference and especially the Student Nonviolent Coordinating
Committee, black activists welcomed SCEF’s contributions and learned from
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