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Series Editor’s
Preface

Aimee Horton’s careful and detailed history of the Highlander Folk School
is a major contribution to twenticth-century southern history, for Highlander,
as much as any other indigenous southern institution of the mid-century
period, played a crucial role in a succession of significant southern social
change movements, from organized labor to black civil rights.

Horton’s study, first written in 1971, was a valuable precursor to the
subsequent flowering of scholarly interest in Highlander, a flowering reflected
by a number of useful books, particularly Frank Adams’ Unearthing Seeds of
Fire: The Idea of Highlander (John FE. Blair, 1975), Carl Tjerandsen’s
Education for Citizenship (Emil Schwartzhaupt Foundation, 1980, pages 139-
232), and John M. Glen’s Highlander: No Ordinary School, 1932-1962
(University Press of Kentucky, 1988). Horton’s important volume merited
publication well prior to 1989 and I am very pleased that Carlson
'ublishing’s series of books on Martin Luther King, Jr., and the Civil Rights
Movement can now bring Horton’s work to the wider audience that it has
long deserved.

Highlander’s important role in assisting the southern black freedom
struggle during its formative years in the 1950s and early 1960s is nicely
highlighted in chapters twelve through fourteen of Hortons study.
articipation in a multi-day Highlander workshop in the summer of 1955
had a crucial influence on Mrs. Rosa Parks five months before her refusal to
surrender her seat on a segregated bus sparked the Montgomery Bus Boycott,
and Highlander’s Citizenship Schools program, initiated by long-time South
Carolina educator and black activist Mrs. Septima Clark, made a major
contribution to the grass roots strength of the southern civil nghts
movement both before and after it was transferred from Highlander’s auspices
to those of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference. Additionally,






