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attention from the middle class to working people in
a book that seeks to understand political changes in
the society as a whole.

By shifting from & concentration on how to
define M"progressives" to an examination of what the
respectable classes were worried about, I have found
the links of that time with our owWn &as well as a dark
strand--very much part of the turn of the tLwentieth
sentury--that is familiar in our own and in human
history as 2 whole: a fear of the lower orders.
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MARTIN LUTHER KING, JR,, AND THE CIVIL
RIGHTS MOVEMENT: FROM ISSUES OF RACE TO CLASS

*David |. Carrow

Fifteen vears have passed since Martin Luther
King, Jr., was assassinated in Memphis on April &,
1968--=more time than the 12 years of his own life
that King gave to "the Movement" between the onset of
the Montgomery, Alabama, bus boycott in December
1955 and his death. Far more progress was made in
those 12 years than in the 15 that have followed,

Those twelve years witnessed significant changes
in America, the Scuth, the Movement, and King him-
self. Racism was confronted as a central theme of
American life. Public segregation--of lunch coun-
ters, water fountains, ecity parks, and city buses--
largely wvanished from the South. The Hovement
evolved from the student sit-ins, the Freedom Rides,
and Bull Connor's Birmingham to the divisive contro-
versy over "Black Fower"™ and the unsuccessful effort
to use southern activists to lsunch a "Freedom Move-
ment™ in Chicago's ghettos. Martin Luther King grew
frem a naive optimist who had told Montgomery's pro-
testers that their passive withdrawal froem the buses
would persuade white southerners of segregation's
immorality to a sagacious, worn down realist who knew
that the central injustice of American socciety lay
not simply in its racial practices but in its entire
economic structure. Only by confronting "eclass is-
sUes,...the problem of the gulf between the haves and
the have nots"™ and by openly advocating democratic
soclalism, King came to believe, could the Movement
begin to combat the widespread economic injustice
that wunderlay American racism, American militarism,
and American materialism.

To King and to many others, the years 1963 to
1965 had seemed particularly promising. The passage
of the Civil Rights fAct of 1964 and the Voting
Rights Act of 1965 marked legislative milestones in
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